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Abstract
Jun Maki 1), Hiroshi Sekiya 1), Mai Watanabel), Eiji Tamail) and Hiroshi Sakagami2)
1) Department of Infectious Diseases, College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Matsuyama University

2) Division of Pharmacology, Department of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Sciences, Meikai University School of

Dentistry : Food that needs precautionary awareness for infection in human body (6) - -Prevention from the
infection with Gnathostoma hispidum Metagonimus (note)

The concept of “larva migrans” is important for planning the measures against parasites. This paper describes

the migration of a nematode, Gnathostoma hispidum in man. When a kind of fresh water- fish called the loach

(Misgurmus anguillicaudatus) harboring the infective larvae is put into beer in a glass and ingested by man,

they will migrate near the body surface. This infection used to appear one after another in West Japan (mainly

Osaka area) about 30 years ago. The life cycle of this parasite is maintained in the first intermediate host
(cyclops), the second intermediate host (loaches) and the final host (pigs). Though it is rare nowadays, we
have to be watchful and careful not to be infected again. Since ho chemotherapeutic strategy has yet been
established, the treatment solely relies on the surgical removal of the migrating larva. However, considering
that the treatment trial has been often unsuccessful, we should not eat the loach raw.
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