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ABSTRACT
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In recent years, some Japanese people have been suffering from a parasitosis caused by a kind of nematodes.
The nematode in question is not the well-known anisakis but Spirurina sp so-called “senbi-senchyu” (hEER
&) in Japanese. The entire life cycle remains to be clarified still nowadays. However, it is clear that man is
infected with it following the ingestion of the raw firefly squid (B&##), Watasenia scintillans or other fresh
seafoods presently being studied as a result of suffering from larval migration in the patient. Though the
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possible removal of the migrating larvae near the body surface is recommendable, it is hard to practice it
completely. No chemotherapy has yet been established . Its development is urgently needed. [key words:
Spirurina sp(senbi-senchyu), nematodes, prevention]
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Dietary silkworm powder reduces blood glucose and visceral fat in mice

TERUKO NAKAMURA, MASATOSHI ICHIDA TAKAHAMA

Abstract

Silkworm powderl) prepared by us based on rheological studies of silkworm blood contains a-glycosidase-
inhibitory deoxynojirimycin (DNJ) at a 3-fold higher level than that in mulberry leaves, and it is expected to
be a superior health food material. In this study, we investigated the influence of a silkworm powder diet on
the blood glucose level and visceral fat in mice. The blood glucose level showed a reduction in both 2 and 5%
silkworm powder diet groups on day 20 of ingestion, and the reduction was significant in both groups on day
28. The blood glucose level elevation after glucose loading was also inhibited. At 4 weeks, the visceral fat rate
was significantly reduced in the silkworm powder diet groups compared to the control group, suggesting a lipid
metabolism-improving effect.
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