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P H Y S I C S  

 

The Neutrino Puzzle 
The largest experiment ever to probe these mysterious particles could point the way to 

new physics 

By Clara Moskowitz 

 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  

 

Our Love of Exotic Pets Is Driving Wildlife Decline 
The wild pet trade may surpass habitat loss as a factor in the growing silence of the 

natural world 

By Richard Conniff 

 

B I O L O G Y  

 

5 Things We Bet You Didn't Know about the 

Placenta 
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The placenta does a whole lot more than just ferry oxygen and nutrients to the fetus and 

take away wastes and carbon dioxide 

By Adrian Erlebacher and Susan J. Fisher 

 

P U B L I C  H E A L T H  

 

More Guns Do Not Stop More Crimes, Evidence 

Shows 
More firearms do not keep people safe, hard numbers show. Why do so many 

Americans believe the opposite? 

By Melinda Wenner Moyer 

 

P O L I C Y  &  E T H I C S  

 

What Political Volatility Means for the Future of 

Science 

 

B E H A V I O R  &  S O C I E T Y  

 

Why People Refuse to Believe Scientists 
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It has nothing to do with science itself 

By Katharine Hayhoe and Jen Schwartz 

 

B I O T E C H  

 

Can Scientists Convince the Public to Accept 

CRISPR and Gene Drives? 
Scientists are trying new ways to win over a skeptical public 

By Brooke Borel 

 

P O L I C Y  &  E T H I C S  

 

How Brexit Is Already Destabilizing Science 

throughout Europe 
By Inga Vesper 

China's Huge Investments in Science Are Starting to 

Pay Off 
Seeing a chance to lead, China is deploying clean energy, quantum satellites and 

genomics 

By Lee Billings 
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P U B L I C  H E A L T H  

 

How Ether Transformed Surgery from a Race 

against the Clock 
Before anesthesia, surgeons battled patient agony during each procedure. But another 

foe awaited them next: postoperative infection 

By Lindsey Fitzharris 

 

S P A C E  

 

Cassini at Saturn: A Retrospective 
A historic exploration of the ringed planet, unprecedented in magnitude and spectacle, 

comes to an end 

By Carolyn Porco 

D E P A R TM E N T S  

 Sharklike Helicoprion Ruled Its Environs with a Row of Vertical Teeth 

 FROM THE EDITOR 

What the World Needs Now Is Science 

 LETTERS 

Readers Respond to the June 2017 Issue 

 ADVANCES 

Floating Treasure: Space Law Needs to Catch Up with Asteroid Mining 

 Pumas React to Humans like Prey 

 Newfound Material on the Moon Could Offer Clues to Our Planet's Early Years 

 Exploring the Mysterious Life of One of Earth's First Giant Organisms 

 When It Comes to Evolution, Microbes Have to Pick and Choose 
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 In Case You Missed It 

 These New Batteries Won't Make Your Smartphone Explode 

 Solar-Sail Technology Gets Its Day in the Sun 

 How Do You Move a Giant Sequoia? 

 FORUM 

Let's Keep the Science in Forensic Science 

 THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH 

Forget Pills and Surgery for Back Pain 

 THE SCIENCE AGENDA 

A Fix for the Antiscience Attitude in Congress 

 TECHNOFILES 

Beware: Your Home Security Cam Is Watching You 

 RECOMMENDED 

Women Code Breakers, a World of Endangered Species and Other New Science Books 

 SKEPTIC 

Belief in Aliens May Be a Religious Impulse 

 50, 100 & 150 YEARS AGO 

100 Years Ago in Scientific American: Horses Drafted for War Use Receive Medical 

Care 

 GRAPHIC SCIENCE 

Deaths from Opioid Overdoses Soar 
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