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E N G I N E E R I N G  

 

Top 10 Emerging Technologies of 2017 
Disruptive solutions that are poised to change the world 

 

S P A C E  

 

Pluto's Secrets Revealed 
NASA's New Horizons changed everything we thought we knew about this distant 

planet 

By S. Alan Stern 

 

B I O L O G Y  

 

Could Genetic Engineering Save the Galápagos? 
In the Galápagos, invasive species are driving native animals to extinction. Some 

conservationists are asking whether genetic manipulation is the solution 

By Stephen S. Hall 
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B E H A V I O R  &  S O C I E T Y  

 

The Good and Bad of Empathy 
New insights into the underpinnings of empathy might help us harness the 

emotion—just when we need it the most 

By Lydia Denworth 

 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  

 

A Beautiful Insect That Buries Dead Bodies Is In the 

Middle of a Conservation Battle 
Oil companies want the American burying beetle to be the first recovered insect taken 

off the U.S. endangered species list. But scientists say comeback claims are wildly 

exaggerated 

By Hannah Nordhaus 
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Will Changing Cloud Cover Accelerate Global 

Warming? 
Scientists are beginning to understand whether changing cloud cover will accelerate 

global warming or slow it down 

By Kate Marvel 

 

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E  

 

How Captives Changed the World 
Stolen people—mostly women and children—were a driving force in the evolution of 

modern society 

By Catherine M. Cameron 

O N L I N E  E X C L U S I V E S  

How Different Subscription Services Handle 

Password Sharing 
By David Pogue 

D E P A R T M E N T S  

 FROM THE EDITOR 

Let's Science That: A Tool for Solving Humanity's Greatest Challenges 

 LETTERS 

Readers Respond to the August 2017 Issue 

 ADVANCES 

Scientists Closing in on the Dawn of Plate Tectonics 

 Why Click Speech Is Rare 

 Quantum Leaps in Quantum Computing? 

 Smoke Taint: Wildfires Pose a Growing Threat to Winegrowers 

 Healthy Choices? Storefront Placement Plays a Role 

 Lizards Learn a Silly Walk after Losing Their Tail 

 In Case You Missed It 

 Even Unpalatable Foods Taste Good to the Brain 

 Chip Reprograms Cells to Regenerate Damaged Tissue 
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